
Sanctuary for 

Well-Being

School libraries are essential to ensure that the building blocks of 

structured literacy are strengthened by developing the joy of reading, 

increasing reading comprehension, empathy, and the capacity to learn.

Essential Learning

Infrastructure

School libraries are not optional

extras, they are critical

infrastructure required for

equitable student achievement

and Māori and Pasifika

learner success.

“EVERY child

deserves the benefits

of a school library

programme”

IFLA-UNESCO School Library

Manifesto 2025

From 

‘Learning to Read’

to 

‘Reading to Learn’

School librarians cultivate

a culture of reading for

pleasure, essential for

students to consolidate

the fundamentals of

literacy.  

Future-Ready

Learners

School librarians are

research specialists who

teach students critical

thinking, how to navigate

AI, find information, and

evaluate sources. 

Every student in Aotearoa deserves access to a

well-resourced school library and specialised librarian, 

to ensure that they have equitable access to resources

needed to achieve their reading and learning potential. 

The Power of School Libraries

School libraries provide

safe and inclusive spaces

that are vital for

supporting student

mental health.
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