To Be Tall Like My Dad - Teacher Notes
BIG THINGS little things competition 2025

To Be Tall Like My Dad by Tim Saunders

To be tall like my dad,

you need the sun

slung low in the autumn sky,
throwing your shadow

the length of the paddock

past sheep
and cows
and spur-winged plovers,

past tractors
and sheds
and broad-tracked diggers.

Then you need

to place each foot in his
boot-print craters

and stride.

Don’t walk.

You must stride.

This poem received an honourable mention in the Poets XYZ
Phantom Billstickers National Poetry Day 2025 BIG THINGS little things
poetry competition.




About the Poet

Tim Saunders farms sheep and beef in the Manawatu. He has had poetry and
short stories published around Aotearoa and the world, and is the author of
three books: This Farming Life, Under A Big Sky, and The Tractor Has a Wobbly
Wheel. He writes poetry for children because he believes in the power of words
to connect and educate.

Read the Poem Aloud

Note that the competition this poem was written for had the theme Big
Things, Little Things.

a. What images does the poem conjure up?
b. How does it make you feel?

c. From what point of view is the poem told? (Second person. The

narrator uses ‘you’ and is giving the reader instructions on how to be
tall like their father.)

d. How is the father in the poem shown to be tall?

The narrator is a child, who looks up to their father both in the literal sense
(the father is tall) and figuratively (the child admires/idolises him). We know
this because he is portrayed as larger than life (as tall as a paddock is long
with boot prints the size of craters). The child wants to be like him and literally

walks in his giant footsteps (then you need/ to place each foot in his/ boot-
print craters/ and stride).

e. How has the poet made the paddock seem even longer?

He has listed all the things you need to walk past (sheep, cows, plovers,
tractors, sheds, diggers) and given each one a separate line to slow the reader
down, emphasise each object and stretch the poem out the way a long
paddock might seem to a child at the end of a long day.
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Activity suggestions

a. As a class, brainstorm as many different tall things as you can come up
with and write them on the board—choose two or three and come up
with similes and metaphors for describing how tall they are.

b. Imagine this poem was set on a beach (or somewhere else?) what
imagery could the poet have used to describe the length of the
father’s shadow? (e.g. past sandcastles and seagulls and oyster
catchers etc.)

c. Imagine you discovered a strange shaped footprint the size of a
crater—write a poem, or draw a picture, of the creature that could
have made it.

d. Using this poem as a starting point, write a poem that gives the
reader instructions on how to do something impossible (try to use the
word ‘you’ like the poet does in To Be Tall Like My Dad). e.g. To touch
the sky/you need to find the tallest tree in the forest/climb past
korimako/ and kereri/ and roosting kaka/ past possums/ and ruru
and sleeping tun... etc. Be as silly or as imaginative as you like.

e. Draw a picture for your poem (optional).
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