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One Little Letter – Teacher Notes
BIG THINGS little things competition 2025

One little letter by Yasmine Mia

My teacher says I didn’t spell it exactly right,
that one little letter makes all the difference. 
But actually, 
I quite like the idea of a trifle for desert.
Happy camels sunk up to their knees  
in cream and custard.
Dunes that wibble,
and canyons that wobble.
Tomb raiders with spoons instead of shovels.
Pharaohs buried deep in sponge and jelly
instead of the sands of time.
I wear my daydream like a cloak
when I’m lonely at break
or when the lunchroom is so loud
That I can’t eat even a bite.
And I think – yes,
one little letter makes a whole wide world of difference
to me. 	

This poem received an honourable mention in the Poets XYZ Phantom 
Billstickers National Poetry Day 2025 BIG THINGS little things  

poetry competition.
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About the Author
Yasmine Mia is a gardener and educator from Te Tai Tokerau Northland. She 
most often writes about the intersection of mind, culture and the natural 
world. She loves growing roses, walking and bird watching. She writes poetry 
for children with the hope that it might uplift, intrigue or offer comfort – and 
that it brings even more joy and creativity to their lives.

About the Poem
One Little Letter was written for a competition which had the theme of Big 
Things, Little Things. It imagines the big difference removing one little letter 
from the word ‘dessert’ makes. After creatively comparing the words ‘desert’ 
and ‘dessert’ through metaphors, the poem widens its focus to consider how 
this imaginative idea helps the poem’s narrator when they find themselves in 
challenging situations (e.g. loneliness, noisy surroundings).

Read the poem aloud
Begin by reading the poem aloud.
 
Questions to ask the class:

•	 How does the poem make them feel?

•	 What parts of the poem do they like the best?

•	 What word has the narrator in the poem misspelled? (Dessert)

•	 What is the missing letter? (The letter ‘s’)

•	 What is the narrator’s daydream? (imagining a desert made of trifle)

•	 What do they think a trifle is made of? (Sponge, custard, jelly and 
cream)

•	 Where is this poem set? (In a school)

•	 What can they learn about the narrator from the poem? (They are 
a school student. They are lonely and they find loud environments 
challenging. They may also find spelling difficult.)

Draw a response to the poem
Ask students/ ākonga to draw a picture of the Dessert Desert described in  
the poem.
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Extra helpings please!
Expand the imaginative section in the poem by asking students / ākonga 
what else they would like to add to the Dessert Desert. Encourage them  
to think of vivid and specific sense words (sight, touch, taste, hearing, smell)  
to describe what they are adding. For example:  brittle bleached  
pavlova boulders.

Remove different letters
Are there other words they can take a letter (or two) from and write a poem 
about?
Suggestions:
Zoo / Zoom – what fast animals might they find at the zoo?
Bus / Bush – what does a Bush Bus look like and where does it take them?
Creek / Eek – what things in the creek might make them go “Eek!”?

Wear your daydream
The narrator wears their daydream like a cloak. Get students/ ākonga to write 
down three of their own daydreams and three items of clothing. Get them to 
pick one of each to write a poem about. Encourage them to choose the ones 
that seem the most fun or surprising or interesting to them.
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