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Hi everyone and welcome to the first newsletter of your new SLANZA regional 
committee. 
 
Recent events 
 
AGM:  Our Regional Annual General Meeting was held on 11 June 2005 at 
Tauranga Intermediate with 19 members from Hamilton, Cambridge, Tauranga, 
Tokoroa, Rotorua, Whakatane and Gisborne attending, reflecting both the wide 
expanse of our region and the dedication of our members!  The line-up of our 
2005-6 regional committee is attached.  You can read the minutes of the meeting 
by visiting the SLANZA web-site www.slanza.org.nz 
 
Sophisticated Picture Books 
Prior to the AGM we were privileged to have as our guest speaker Margaret Kedian, 
who enthralled us with the magic of picture books.  Margaret has completed 
papers in the Children’s Literature Diploma at the Christchurch College of 
Education and is also well-known as a reviewer for the popular Magpies magazine.   
 

Margaret shared many of her favourite picture books with us beginning 
with an excerpt from the award winning “Clubs” by Kate de Goldi.  She 
suggested that the author and illustrator share equal responsibility in 
telling the story and mentioned how Kate in this story gets into the 
psyche of a good classroom teacher.   

 
The picture book “Red Tree” by Shaun Tan, Margaret proposed, was a story about 
hope rather than depression and that the author leaves enough space for the 
reader to create her or his own story.  She referred to Tan as a “master of code”.   
 
Margaret loves to collect different adaptations of fairy tales and shared some of her 
‘Cinderella’ collection which included African, American Hillbilly, Art Deco and 
flower versions.   
 
Margaret felt it was important also to deal with issues of conflict, fighting, and war 
with children (but not to glamorise it).  She discussed ‘A War Far Away’ by Pauline 
Cartwright and two others: the wordless picture book ‘Why?’ by 
Nikolai Popov and  ‘Feather and Fools’ by Mem Fox which deal with 
war by the use of allegory.  She also discussed the two different 
translations of ‘Rose Blanche’ by Roberto Innocenti.   
 
Margaret finished her talk with a look at the book “How Pictures Work” by Molly 
Bangs and the importance of shape position and colour in engendering different 
emotions. 
 



Panel Discussion   
Following the AGM we had a panel discussion “Teaching them how to 
fish: Delivering library and information skills to primary, intermediate 
and high school students.  ‘Baiting them, hooking them and reeling 
them in…’  This was a very practical session with the panel sharing 
some of the strategies they have used successfully in their own 
libraries. 
 
Jan Mathews spoke of the Library links on the Melville High School Intranet and 
some of the approaches employed to get teachers and students to actually use 

them.  For example, fortnightly professional developments sessions with 
the teachers who are lured to the library with the promise of real coffee 
and muffins! 
With support and help from her TLR and the computer teacher who was 

developing the intranet at school at the time they came up with a basic table 
layout of 11 boxes where they listed the curriculum areas. She consulted HOD’s 
about what websites they would like included. The response was not good so when 
the opportunity came she showed them websites she had found so they could say 
aye or nay as to the suitability of the information. e.g. Christchurch library website 
great for New Zealand Disasters, the Social Science teachers were rapt. 

Jan said that at first she added lots of sites but learnt very quickly that she just 
didn't have time to check the sites were still active or even relevant so she ended 
up only putting on sites that weren’t likely to disappear in the near future like 
Stats NZ, Environment Waikato, MAF, Martha mine Huntly power station, NZ 
heroes, Time heroes NZ history etc. Also Databases like INNZ, EPIC, PAST 
PAPERS, DISCOVER, TE ARA, ANY QUESTIONS  TELEPHONE BOOK, NZ 
HERALD, etc were added to all areas. 

Rebecca Smith from Forest View High School shared how her school has initiated 
a compulsory year 9 Information Skills program. The course covers what 
information is,  what formats it can be and the steps to take when researching.    
 
Students are given a workbook and choose from a list of topics and then set about 
researching their chosen topic using the steps of information literacy.  All students 
are required to produce a poster, pamphlet, or PowerPoint presentation.  Because 
classes are small, usually 8-15, one-on-one assistance is much easier therefore the 
outcomes of learning and improving information skills are greater.   
 
 Students also learn/discuss  

• How to access the library catalogue, and then locate resources on shelves 
• How to access the Internet using their personal codes 
• Internet – advantages/disadvantages 
• Bibliography 
• Plagiarism 

 
This course also gives the library staff an opportunity to build positive 
relationships with students which in turn helps students to feel comfortable in the 
library environment as well as asking for help on return visits. 



Geraldine Parker from Kaitao Middle School said the fishy metaphor for the panel 
discussion was an appropriate one.  
Just as  fishing involves different bait, different equipment, different techniques 
and knowledge of the best places to cast, depending on the catch you’re after, so 
information skills teaching also requires a wide variety of skills and strategies to 
suit the students you are trying to reach. 
 
She said “intermediate students generally love challenge, competition and hands-
on activities.  They like to work in groups or pairs rather than alone.  They’re not 
too hot on sitting and listening and they hate having to write scores of ‘stuff’!  
Many would much rather watch a movie, television or play (and I mean play) on a 
computer than read a book – sound familiar? So how do we hook them? It sounds 
like a cliché but we have to make it FUN!” 
 
Geraldine shared one type of hook she uses that can be adapted to teach 
any number of skills.  She spoke of the importance of making information 
skills teaching enjoyable and how she created ten minute ‘top secret 
impossible missions’ as a way of teaching a variety of library skills:   
 
“Your mission (should you choose to accept it) is to create “impossible missions” 
for your students.  Make them short – no longer than ten minutes or they’ll get 
tired of it and start misbehaving.  There has to be an element of danger. For 
example:  They cannot communicate by talking, they must use other methods 
(sign language, lip reading writing notes) (if they’re caught talking they’re captured 
and sent to ‘Siberia’ and cannot help their team).“  
 
Some of the skills she has covered this way are: 

Orientation: Finding your way around the library. (How 
libraries are organised) 
Fiction: Valentine Game (locating fiction books by call 
numbers and reading the blurbs to match partners) 
Non-Fiction: (Understanding the Dewey system)   A 
porcupine from Peru wrote a poem in Portuguese about 
philosophy for a Presbyterian piano-playing policeman 
eating pumpkin pie. 

 
SLANZA Conference 2005: Digital-age literacies – Eyes to the future 
 
I’m sure I speak for all of the Waikato/Bay of Plenty attendees at the National 
Conference when I congratulate the organising committee on a stimulating and 
successful occasion.  To quote our former chairperson Gerri Judkins It was a 
“sensational, efficacious event - mind-blowing and inspiring!”  Having been edified 
and energised it now behoves us to share what we heard and implement the ideas 
in our respective libraries. 
If you were unable to attend you will be able to read about the keynotes and the 
workshops on the SLANZA web-site: http://www.slanza.org.nz    
 
 
 



Next SLANZA Waikato/Bay of Plenty Regional Event 
 
20 September  Information Literacy in  public and school libraries 

 
James Herring from Charles Sturt University, Wagga Wagga, Australia will  

be conducting a workshop at the Waikato College of Education, Gate 5, Hillcrest 

Road, Waikato University, covering information literacy in both  public libraries 

and school libraries. There will also be a question-time.  

This talk follows James’ presentation to the LIANZA conference and is being 

hosted jointly by LIANZA and SLANZA Waikato/Bay of Plenty.   

 
Gathering time is 6.15pm for a get-together and refreshments in the WCE library. 

James will be speaking from 7-8pm in the lecture theatre. 

This workshop is FREE for SLANZA members. There will be a small charge for 

non-members (One more great reason for joining your professional organisation!) 

Calendar of Events: 
 
06 August Bay of Plenty Children’s Literature Association 
  Annual seminar.  Contact Pat Osman, Tauranga Intermediate School: Ph. 07 5784401 

 
11 -14 Sept LIANZA Conference this year is in Christchurch.  For details of this three-day event,  

  See www.lianza.org.nz/events/conference2005/index.html 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

08 October Waikato Children’s Literature Association Fantasy Seminar with Kate de Goldi  

  and Vicky Jones.  For information email gerri.judkins@southwell.school.nz 

 

 

 

                                Term 4: In October various areas of the region will be organising coffee 

                                 combos with  their respective public libraries; the programmes are yet to be   

                                determined by each area e.g. discussions with children’s librarians,  

                                ways we can co-operate, tours, programmes they run etc.  More details will  

                                follow later……                                                                                         

 

                                        We’re planning a ‘Christmas Special’ on 19 November.  We’d like 

                                        Everyone coming to bring something Christmassy to share e.g. copies of a  

                                           favourite Christmas recipe, poem, short story etc. The suggested venue is  

                                         the ‘Loose Goose’ in Tirau, so we can have a wander round later –  

                                         There’s a Christmas Heirloom shop there plus loads of craft shops.  

                                         PUT A RING AROUND YOUR CALENDAR 


