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                   i everyone, 
                  
Wow, March already seems so long ago!  That was when we met at the Rotorua 
Public Library to hear guest speaker, Pauline Cleaver, Literacy Development Officer of 
the Ministry of Education.   
                                                                                                     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

After introducing us to the role of literacy development officers, Pauline formed us 
into groups and handed us a case study where a new principal had been appointed 
to a school and wished to improve the literacy achievement of the students.  We were 
asked to consider various strategies that could be used under headings such as 
staffing, school culture, teaching and learning etc.  Later we were given professional 
development sheets and Pauline guided us through the process of identifying training 
needs and following these through. I’m not sure how others felt but I began the 
workshop feeling ‘I know nothing about this’ and ended it with a fresh understanding 
and motivation to get involved in new ways.  
 

 Our AGM in May was attended by around 
20 members who were treated to two 
wonderful presentations from the ‘dynamic 
duo’ of Bev Hodges and Gerri Judkins. How 
aptly they were named, as like dynamos 
their energy and passion inspired and 
empowered us.  In groups we were 
encouraged by Bev to create ‘hooks’ which 
would motivate and encourage students to 
engage with various topics such as Egypt, 

NZ at War, Volcanoes, Boy Racers, Weather, Graffiti, Endangered animals.  Creative 
juices soon were flowing and some good suggestions made. Bev runs ‘information 
literacy’ workshops for teachers and librarians at the Bay of Plenty Polytechnic and 
after receiving a taste of what she has to offer, many of us are very keen to attend!           
                                         
                                        Gerri was one fortunate to have already attended one of  
                                        Bev’s full workshops and she was able to relate to us how  
                                        she had implemented the ideas she had gained into her  
                                        library. Gerri also treated us to a slice of her presentation:   



“The Book –  complementing electronic information and entertainment in the digital 
age” which she offered at last year’s SLANZA conference. Once again Gerri 
demonstrated her enthusiasm and expertise in this area.  We are so fortunate to 
have her on our team. 
 
If you missed out on these great professional development opportunities, don’t fret; 
there are lots more prospects coming up in the second half of this year.   
I’d like to take this opportunity to thank those members who responded to our 
questionnaire.  Your comments and suggestions have been very helpful to the 
committee and we really appreciated your encouragement and confirmation that 
we’re on the right track in terms of what we’re offering in professional development. 
 
 
          
        alendar of Events Terms Three and Four 

  
Term Three 
 
Thursday 3 August: National Library Course 'Towards an information literate 

school: an introduction' (Tauranga).  
 Contact Gail.Cochrane@natlib.govt.nz 
 
Saturday 5 August: Bay of Plenty Children’s Literature Association Annual 

seminar at Tauranga Intermediate School. 9am-2.30pm 
 BOOKRAPT-new name for the association 

Presenters-all Tauranga authors-Lynley Dodd, Sherryl 
Jordan, Phyllis Johnston, Jean Bennett, Angie Bennett, Kim 
Westerkov and Debbie Tipuna.  
Cost-$25 for members of BOPCLA and $30 for non- 
members-please bring a plate for shared lunch. 
Contact Pat Osman at Tauranga Intermediate- 
ph (07) 5784401-   pato@tauranga-int.school.nz  

 
Wednesday 16 August: National Library Course 'Not by chance: libraries, literacy 
    and lifelong readers' (Hamilton) 
 Contact Gail.Cochrane@natlib.govt.nz 
 
Saturday 26 August: Waikato Children's Literature Assn Historical Fiction 

Seminar ‘Heroes, Villains & How It Was’ at Southwell 
School Library, 200 Peachgrove Rd, Hamilton.  10.00am – 
2.30pm Costs: CLA members: $30 Non-members $40 
It will feature New Zealand writers Ken Catran, Alison 
Robertson and Gretchen Brassi, Joan Gibbons and Louise 
Clark who is doing her doctorate thesis on New Zealand 
historical fiction for children. 
Direct enquiries to gerri.judkins@southwell.school.nz  
 

Friday 1 September: National Library Course 'Not by chance: libraries, literacy 
    and lifelong readers' (Rotorua) 
    Contact Gail.Cochrane@natlib.govt.nz 



 
Sat. 9 September:  Graphic Novels and Comics workshop.  

WARNING: This workshop contains graphic content! (Of the 
very best kind of course!) With the one and only Wayne 
Mills (Kids’ Lit Quiz) and Jeremy Bishop (Gotham Comics) 

    Where: Hillcrest High School 
    When:  9:30am - 12:30pm 
    We have tried to keep the costs right down so that as many 
    of you as possible can attend.  This is going to be great! 
    SLANZA Members: $15.00 
    Non-members $20.00 
    Morning tea included. Please advertise to your staff as well. 
    Contact Jan Mathews at Melville High School –  

ph (07) 8434529 jmathews@melville-high.school.nz or 
Geraldine Parker ph (07) 3483687 Fax (07) 3471740 
parkerg@kaitao.school.nz 
 

Friday 15 September: 'E-Resourcing the school curriculum: the role of the school 
library' (Hamilton) 

 
Term Four Just an advance notice that we’ll be holding our really 

popular library trails again in term four – probably two in 
Auckland (a Secondary and a Primary/Intermediate and 
another in the Waikato/Bay of Plenty. 

 
          Lighten your day with a bit of library humour: 

  
http://www.ifla.org/I/humour/humour.htm 
For example:  Q: What happens when you cross a librarian and a 

lawyer? 
A: You get all the information you want, but you can't 
understand it. 

http://www.erving.com/library/jokes.htm 
For example:  Librarian: Knock knock. 

Student: Who's there? 
Librarian: Winnie. 
Student: Winnie who? 
Librarian: Winnie you going to bring back 
that overdue book, hmm? 

   
            
           hat have you been up to in your library?  Share your awesome ideas,   
            displays and programmes with your fellow SLANZA members.  We’d love to 
receive feedback and photos for our next newsletter.  Just drop me an e-mail. 
                                                                             Ka kite ano         Geraldine 


