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About US 
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Ubiquitous Connectivity 

‘My Blackberry is not Working’ – The Two Ronnies 
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Today’s session 

Participants will leave with: 

n relevant research to support a digital citizenship 
programme 

n a sample programme mapped to relevant 
standards 

n an awareness of tools, applications & learning 
taxonomies that will assist them in the 
development of a digital citizenship programme 
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Why do students need 
digital citizenship education? 
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Inappropriate online behaviour @ 
school 

n  VIOLENT Adelaide students 
fighting in social media videos 
face criminal charges, as 
police track them through a 
Facebook page set up as an 
online fight club. 

Ben Harvy, The Advertiser, 31 
March 2015 

 

Young People. [Photography]. Retrieved from Encyclopædia Britannica ImageQuest.  
http://quest.eb.com/search/158_2433625/1/158_2433625/cite 

 



+
Inappropriate online behaviour @ 
work 

Pilkington, E. (2013, December 23). Justine Sacco, PR executive fired over racist tweet, 'ashamed' The 
Guardian. Retrieved May 29, 2015, from 

http://www.theguardian.com/world/2013/dec/22/pr-exec-fired-racist-tweet-aids-africa-apology 
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Cyber bullying @ school 

On Sept 12th 2013,  
only two days after she was viciously attacked in public,  
and then humiliated by the threat of posting a video of the attack on Facebook,  
Chloe took her own life. 
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Cyber bullying & the work place  

n  2014 Three employees applied for 

stop bullying orders against their 

Melbourne employer and a union. 

n  2015	  Fair	  Work	  Commission	  clari3ies	  

"at	  work"	  and	  social	  media	  bullying	  -‐	  	  

out-‐of-‐hours	  social	  media	  activity	  can	  

constitute	  workplace	  bullying.	  

04	  March	  2015	   

14398, Cyber Bullying Bully Rumor Teasing Lie Mean No, Public Domain 
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Sexting @ school 

n  2009 - First person prosecuted 
in Australia 

n  Existing laws - Child 
pornography laws; sexual 
harassment under the Sex 
Discrimination Act (Forde, 
2011) – schools can be held as 
negligent because of these 
legal responsibilities. 

Image attribution:  Teenager on iPhone. [Photography]. Retrieved from Encyclopædia Britannica ImageQuest.  
http://quest.eb.com/search/139_1985414/1/139_1985414/cite 
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Sexting @ work  

n  Sexting MP Peter Dowling sent 
explicit images to secret 
mistress. 

n  ETHICS Committee chair Peter 
Dowling has stepped aside 
over a sexting scandal. 

Courier Mail, 6 August 2013, 
 DIRTY PICTURES: Ethics committee chairman and LNP Member for Redlands Peter Dowling with some of his sexts. 
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On the flip 
side … 
Those who have a 
positive digital 
footprint can 
leverage this for 
success 

kelseyannvere, Selfie Girl Woman Hiker Nature Forest Woods Path, Public Domain 
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n  4.15 million followers on Twitter 

n  2.8 million likes on Facebook page 

n  1.8 million followers on Instagram 

n  2.6 million subscribers to YouTube channel 

n  The Fault in our Stars reached #1 through pre-orders before it was published 
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Super-Awesome Sylvia 

@MakerSylvia 
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2015:  Literacy = Participation 

n  New Digital Divide – no longer equals access to technology but 
access to opportunities to participate 

n  If we don’t guide students to participate in authentic online 
environments and communities, we risk the proliferation of 
ignorance about the consequences and permanence of their online 
interactions. 

MacArther Foundation, 2006 

Jenkins, H., Clinton, K., Purushotma, R., Robison, A. J., & Weigel, M. (2006). Confronting the challenges of participatory culture: Media education 
for the 21st century [White paper]. Retrieved from MacArthur Foundation website
http://digitallearning.macfound.org/atf/cf/%7B7E45C7E0-A3E0-4B89-AC9C-E807E1B0AE4E%7D/JENKINS_WHITE_PAPER.PDF. 

  



Digital Citizenship:  
More than Cybersafety 

-Commencing students arrive with a naive  
understanding of participation in online 
environments. 
 
-May have been informed about the need for 
cybersafety and the destructive effects of 
cyberbullying during their primary years, but 
are largely unaware of how to harness the 
rights, entitlements and benefits of 
involvement in online environments.  
 
-Lack awareness of the many legal, ethical and 
participatory obligations required of members 
in this realm.  
 
 
 
 Like, post, share: Young Australians’ experience of social media 
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Creating Citizens of the “real” World 

“It’s not an understatement to say that 
the digital world has changed how 

people behave and function as citizens 
of the “real” world.  Users live, work and 
interact not only in the physical world, 
but in a digital, virtual world as well.  

Educators must prepare students to live 
in a world without physical boundaries 
and help them learn how to work with 

others, virtual or otherwise” 
 (Ribble, 2011, p. 13). 
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Digital Citizenship - from 
Definition to Practice 
n  While in its early form, a digital citizenship programme was 

seen as a solution for teaching students about appropriate 
behaviours in a digital environment, it has now evolved to 
become more than just ‘content’ in the school curriculum 
(Ribble, 2011, p.2).  

n  In our globally connected world, where the actions and beliefs 
of teachers have become incredibly transparent, we will not be 
effective in educating students about digital citizenship if 
our digital footprint is non-existent.  

n  When we put our notions of digital citizenship into practice, 
students and staff alike are participating in ‘Connected 
Learning’, “a pedagogical approach that connects people, 
networks and information” (Lupton, 2014, para. 3).  



+ Retech = Research + Technology 

Jason Elsom [@JasonElsom]. (2013, September 16) What do you want kids to do with technology?: 
  pic.twitter.com/U3K9r7OLQB [Tweet]. Retrieved from https://twitter.com/JasonElsom/status/379702777536331776 

From 

to 



+ Research and Technology 
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Alignment with Standards 
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Retech Plan & Alignment to 
Standards 

https://goo.gl/vAIZVc 
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#geniushourmta – Explore your Passion! 

http://geniushourmta.weebly.com/ 

How can my love of sewing improve someone’s life? 



+
#geniushourmta – Explore your Passion! 
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Major Issues to Consider when 
Planning 

n Ensuring Relevancy and 
Currency of Programs 

n  Staff Preparedness and Buy-in 

n Professional Learning 

n Cloud Computing and BYOD 
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n  Whole school vision and 
digital citizenship policy  

n  Feedback, evaluation and 
improvement 

n  Investment in professional 
learning 

n  Character education and 
digital citizenship 

n  Seeking consultation from 
all relevant stakeholders on 
technology and learning 
spaces 
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