I’ll take you through the whys and my goals for the course and then walk you
through my binder.
I am not technologically proficient, and for me to use a new tool (and there are
so many out there), I have to be convinced that it is worth the time and effort
involved and that the result will be useful for our library users. I had been
curious about digital content curation tools for a while and was looking for a way
to use one of these in a meaningful way. My thinking is that content curation is
just an extension of what we as librarians already do – select resources and
arrange them with meaningful groupings using Dewey; or, collecting together
resources (books, websites, videos, etc) under subject headings in our library
catalogues. What the digital content curation tools could do, was add value in
terms of commentary.
I was fortunate to have been pointed in the direction of National Library’s pilot
online course and to have been accepted.
This was my first online course and my first foray into content curation.
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The time period included two weeks of the holiday period (September into
October) ‐ I decided I could do most of the work in that two week holiday slot. I
could work at school or at home.
It had a limited time period (5 weeks) 24 September until 26 October (ie
concentrate on it for this time, then move on).
The end of term 3 and beginning of term 4 is not my busiest period at work.
It was limited to 12 ‐16 people – we would get guidance and input from the
course coordinators..
An outcome / product was expected.
It was free.
It was an opportunity to work with one of the teachers from school (it was
suggested that we invited a teacher from our school to do the course with us). I
invited the HOD Social Sciences but she was too busy. I then invited one of the
young Social Science teachers (who also teaches IT) and she said it would be
good PD for her, so she registered.
The pilot course site had the outline of the course. What I found useful was:
A help guide was provided to guide us through navigation of the Moodle site.
That a guide was provided for netiquette on the news forum.
The excellent choice of readings provided.
The fact that there were clear expectations as to what we should have read /
accomplished by the end of each week.
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The Templates that were provided. They clarified my thinking.
The differences between the different tools started to become apparent – how
they looked and how they could be applied.

2

I chose the Yr 8 Social Science topic Medieval England because:
I knew this was an ongoing topic that would be revisited the following year and
for years to come.
I wanted to use my project immediately, so I could test it in a real live situation.
The topic started at the beginning of term 4.
I knew that neither of the 2 teachers teaching it had taught it before. My
curation tool would probably help them too.
The following year we were to be a ‘BYOD’ (Bring your own devices) school for Yrs
7, 8 and 9. This year group would benefit from being engaged ‘digitally’.
Anne (HOD) was very helpful in providing me with the course outline.
I chose Livebinders because it appealed to me as a librarian – it is logical and
hierarchical. Also I’d seen it used by a keynote speaker at the last SLANZA
conference and could see the benefits for my topic. It was a good tool for adding
value.
The Yr 8s would find it easy to use.
They could use at their own pace (varying abilities and motivation).
It is free (for up to 5 topics).
It has 4 difference levels of privacy for sharing (or withholding).
It allows a combination of text, images, web pages, videos, etc.
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I could annotate / add comments / explanations about the webpage / task, etc.
and hints on how to use them.
It could be accessed fast – doesn’t have lots of clicks or scrolling to get to the
information.
It can be updated easily.
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As a librarian my emphasis was on gathering relevant resources for this topic.
The idea, shape and assessment criteria were the responsibility of the HOD Social
Sciences. I aimed to work within those parameters.
I wanted to manage the volume of information and manage digital distractions
for better time management. I wanted it to be a one‐stop digital area where
they could access all they needed to in one area.
As a librarian I wanted to add value to the project by using it as opportunity to
point the students in the direction of information literacy tools, provide context
and make the students think critically. I could provide hints and tips for
searching.
I wanted it to have visual content to make it appealing for this age group .
I wanted it to include a variety of content and sources to make it interesting.
I wanted to organize the information into logical sections to make the assignment
clearer.
It should be something that they could work through at their own pace in their
own time, at school or remotely.
Support the student outcomes for the assignment and support the Learner
Profiles being encouraged: inquirers, knowledgeable, thinkers, risk takers and
reflective.
Once created, I called in the HOD and the teachers who were teaching the unit to
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take them through it. Then,
Demoed it to the students in both classes.
Sent a link to my Manager as proof of PD completed.
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http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=608959&backurl=/shelf/my
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Teachers:
Easier for teachers to keep the students on track; Time to assist those with
questions.
The HOD and the teacher who will teach this unit again, said they would
definitely use it again. The HOD has invited me to her planning session for this
unit this year.
The HOD wants more Content Curation for some of her other topics. I am
currently working on a Yr 9 unit, Amazing Places.
Students: (they filled in an evaluation sheet).
Catch up if absent.
Work at own pace means students able to do extension work.
Can work on it at home in own time.
Clarity of expected time and extent of the assignment.
For me:
Subscribed to Pinterest (for myself), and a few other content curation tools.
Was sufficiently confident to register for another online course – ANZ23mobile
things.
What was particularly good about the National Library course:
The planning. It made you think before you rushed in
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The readings.
The guidance.
The collaboration with others on the course.
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